A Legacy of Faithfulness: Lessons from the Life of Barzillai the Gileadite

2Sa 19:32 Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even fourscore years old: and he had
provided the king of sustenance while he lay at Mahanaim; for he was a very great
man.

2Sa 19:33 And the king said unto Barzillai, Come thou over with me, and I will feed
thee with me in Jerusalem.

2Sa 19:34 And Barzillai said unto the king, How long have I to live, that | should go
up with the king unto Jerusalem?

Introduction

Brothers and sisters, today | want to bring your attention to a man whose story is brief but
powerful, whose impact is lasting, and whose life embodies the heart of true faithfulness. His
name is Barzillai the Gileadite. You may have read about him in the Scriptures and wondered
about the significance of his story, but | pray today that the Spirit will open our eyes to the
deep truths woven through his life—a life of service, humility, trust, and legacy that teaches

us how to walk with God through every season.

In a world obsessed with fame and fortune, God often highlights those who serve
faithfully behind the scenes, who stay humble, and who trust in Him regardless of their age or
circumstances. Barzillai stands as a shining example of this divine economy—an ordinary

man who, through faithfulness, became part of God's extraordinary story.

The Setting of His Life

Let’s set the scene. In 2 Samuel chapters 17 and 19, chaos reigned in Israel. Absalom, David’s
son, led a rebellion against his father. David, the great king, found himself forced to flee
Jerusalem to save his life. It was during this turbulent time, in the wilderness of Mahanaim,
that God showed favor to David through the kindness of men like Shobi, Machir, and
Scripture tells us that Barzillai was "a very great man" — a man of influence, wealth, and
stature. Yet, his greatness was not in his riches alone but in his heart. His immediate response
to the crisis was to provide sustenance and aid to the fleeing king—a tangible act of loyalty
and service rooted in faith. Brothers and sisters, here we see a principle that cuts across time:
God honors faithful service in times of hardship. When others may flee or turn away, faithful
hearts like that of Barzillai stay committed. They serve not for recognition, but because they

understand that serving the Lord means serving His anointed, even during life's storms.
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Aging with Trust in God

Let’s move to the next chapter. After David’s conquest of his enemies, he seeks to honor
those who supported him. In 2 Samuel 19, we find Barzillai in his eighty years. David, eager
to bless him, invites him to come to Jerusalem, promising to provide for him and honor him.
And here is where we see the remarkable contrast of humility and faith. Barzillai’s response is
telling: “How long have I to live, that | should go up with the king to Jerusalem?” (2 Samuel
19:34). At 80, this wise man, confident in his relationship with God, recognizes his limits. He
understands that his purpose has been fulfilled in his service, and he trusts God's sovereignty

over his life in this season.

Brothers and sisters, age is not a barrier to faith. It is not a time to grow weary or to
withdraw from God’s service. Instead, it’s a season to deepen trust in God's plan. As Joshua
and Caleb, even in old age, believed God for new victories, so too must we trust God at every

stage of our lives.

In the Bible, we see many examples:
e Moses, at 80 years old, was called to lead Israel out of Egypt.
o Elizabeth trusted God's promise and gave birth to John the Baptist in her advanced
years.
e Anna the prophetess served God faithfully in her old age, witnessing to the coming of
the Messiah.
These stories teach us that trust in God does not diminish with age—faith deepens, and our

service can grow more vital, not less.

Humility and Relying on God

Now, I want to highlight a crucial attitude in Barzillai’s response—humility. When offered
comfort and a position in Jerusalem, he respectfully declines, saying: “How long have I to
live, that | should go up with the king?” He recognizes that his identity and strength are rooted
not in worldly status or earthly pleasures, but in trusting God's sovereignty. He knows his
season, accepts his limitations, and relies on God's grace. This attitude echoes what Paul
teaches in Philippians 2:3—"Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness

of mind let each esteem other better than themselves."



Humility and Relying on God

Brothers and sisters, the humility of Barzillai is a mirror for us today. When God grants us
years, when life's seasons bring us into older age, He does not intend for us to retreat into
silence or insignificance. On the contrary, He invites us to remain humble and dependent on
Him. That reliance is where true strength is birthed. Think about it: Barzillai, even at 80,
knew his strength, his resources, and his earthly status were not the real source of his life. He
understood that it is God who gives us strength to serve, to bless, and to leave a legacy. His
refusal to go to Jerusalem was rooted in faith—faith that God's plans for him were good, and
that trusting Him was enough.

In the same way, Paul declared in 2 Corinthians 12:9, "My grace is sufficient for thee:
for my strength is made perfect in weakness." Our dependence on God empowers us when
earthly strength wanes. Faithfulness in humility and reliance on divine grace—regardless of

our age—bhecomes the greatest legacy we can leave behind.

The Blessing and Legacy of Faithfulness

Listen carefully: Despite refusing the earthly privilege of a royal welcome, Barzillai's life was
already a blessed one. David, recognizing his faithfulness, blessed him—"and kissed him, and
blessed him" (2 Samuel 19:39). That blessing was not merely a physical gesture but an
affirmation of divine favor. And his legacy didn't end there. Scripture records that his
daughters married into notable and influential families (2 Samuel 21:8) and that his
descendants took wives and continued to serve God. This reveals a foundational principle:
Faithfulness and humility today lay the groundwork for blessings that reach into future

generations.

Brothers and sisters, your acts of obedience—your service, your humility, your trust in
God's timing—are seeds planted into the spiritual soil for future harvests. When you serve,
even in circumstances that seem small or insignificant, you are participating in God's divine
purpose. Think of Ruth, a Moabitess, who faithfully followed Naomi and trusted God's plan
(Ruth 1-4). Her loyalty led her to become part of the lineage of Christ Himself.
Or Abraham, who trusted God's promise at age 75 and became the father of a multitude.
Your faithfulness today can set into motion blessings for your children, grandchildren, and

beyond.



A Call to All Ages: Trust, Service, and Legacy

Today | want to challenge every believer, regardless of your age. If you are young, know that
your service and faithfulness matter deeply. God can use your youthful zeal to impact
eternity. If you are older, like Barzillai, remember that your years are not a limitation but an
opportunity to deepen your trust and to serve in ways that truly matter. You may feel your
strength is waning, but God’s strength is made perfect in weakness. Just as Moses was
empowered at 80, or Anna continued praying in her old age, God still has plans for you—
plans of blessing, influence, and legacy. Trust in God’s sovereignty. Rely upon His grace. Be
humble in your service. Recognize that true greatness in God's kingdom is measured by

faithfulness—not by titles or riches.

Brothers and sisters, the life of Barzillai the Gileadite teaches us that faithfulness,
humility, and reliance on God are priceless treasures. His story is a testament that service in
God's kingdom is valued by Him, regardless of one's age or status.His actions—supporting
David during his flight, refusing worldly privilege, trusting God's divine plan—are lessons
carved into eternity. His legacy of loyalty, humility, and dependence on divine grace
continues through his descendants, showing us that the seeds we plant in faith will grow into

blessings that defy time and circumstances.

Let us, therefore, resolve to emulate Barzillai: to serve faithfully in times of trouble, to
trust God in every season, to walk humbly before the Lord, and to leave a legacy of faith and
service for generations to come. And when we do, the Bible assures us that God will bless us,
His favor will rest upon us, and our lives will echo through eternity—just as the life of
Barzillai the Gileadite has echoed down the ages. May the Lord help us to be like Barzillai—

to serve faithfully, trust humbly, and leave a legacy that glorifies His name. Amen.



